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A Word of Greeting to the World Congress of faiths,

1.— It was a great honour for me to receive an invitation to

attend this Congress and I was eagerly anticipating the pleasure

of attending it in person and of meeting the illustrious repre-

sentatives of World Religions and Creeds. Unfortunately* unavoid-

able circumstances have arisen which have deprived me of that

great pleasure and I have had to forward my address and to dele-

gate Sheikh Abdul-Azi2 Mustapha Muhammad, Professor at Al-

Azhar University, to deliver it on my behalf.

I beg you to accept my warmest greetings, my expressions

•of goodwill and my sincerest wishes for the fulfilment of the

great objective for which you are assembled here "today.

The idea of Fellowship is Natural,

2.— The idea of fellowship originated in primitive communities

and manifested itself in a tempering of the hardships of life

in its simple forms. The idea grew with the development of com-

munities, its influence eventually extending so as to embrace

tribes and then still farther afield so as to embrace peoples

and nations.

Today, when the need of nations for one another is felt

by all, when the necessity has arisen to render safe and secure

the public life of humanity and when the necessity for the ma-

terialisation of economic, civil, scientific and spiritual needs is

no longer confined to one nation, but calls for the co-operation

of all nations, the idea of fellowship has grown and spread so as to

embrace the whole human race. Indeed, the idea of fellow-

snip is not a philosophic hypothesis but is a natural need

which was felt by the human race, from the dawn of creation, as



soon as it realised thai co-operation between individuals would
help the race to pass in safety and with greater advantage

through the difficult defiles of life.

Causes of Dissension are Natural,

3.— Despite the fact that reason calls for it, and notwith-

standing man's need for fellowship, the factors of dissension have

always accompanied this feeling. This is due to the fact that

man is not guided by reason only, but is impelled by certain

animal instincts inherent in him of which egoism, jealousy, fear

and suspicion are examples. The difference of religions and

creeds constituted another factor of dissension.

It seems to the inquirer that the desired human fellowship

—rent as it is by all these tendencies in man — is unattainable in

this life.

Small wonder that this should be the case, for one is ap-

palled at the brutal, heartless and unscrupulous way in which

evils dominate and direct life.

Religion is the Panacea,

4.— I do not believe that scientific and philosophic progress:

is able to overcome these factors of dissension or to eradicate

their effects. We have seen that wars have become more and
more terrible and brutal as science has developed. Alas ! science

has become war's most deadly weapon. I do not believe, as a

matter of fact, that the day will come when the ideals of human-
ity will be realised for, though it may be possible through

any agency, to smother the fierceness of the fire flaring forth

from the natural instincts of man, it would not be possible to*

extinguish it entirely.

5.— Despite this belief, we should not cease searching for the

means whereby those instincts can be bridled and their power
curbed.



Nay, it is for the good of humanity that we should con-

tinue the search for those means.

In treating this, problem, the religious man should bear in

mind that all religions have relied on the instinctive religious

tendency inherent in man, and have urged him to believe that

the world is a harmonious whole governed by a judicious and

-equitable Power which observes and judges the intentions of

men ; that this life will necessarily culminate in accountability

.and requital. Such factors in religion, involving belief in a God-

head, submission to and awareness of Him, and anticipation of

His judgment are no less important or less effective in urging

man to goodness and charity than those other factors in him

inciting to evil arid provoking war, greed, and corruption of

human society.

There can be no doubt that the belief in a life-to-come,

more enduring than this one — either altogether good, attaina-

ble through righteousness, or altogether evil, a natural conse-

quence of ill doing — brings peace and contentment to man,

reconciles him to his Jot and completely changes his outlook on

life. Further, the belief that good and evil are weighed in a just

balance, The Balance of The All-Mighty, The All-Wise, urges

man to the multiplication of good deeds and restrains him from

"the perpetration of evil.

6.— The fear of God should be the inherent supervisor of man's

actions. Moralists may contend that if they succeed in making

man love good for the sake of good, abhore evil because of evil,

and awaken human conscience by education and culture, this

wih act as a substitute for religion. But how is it possible to

educate the multitude and those who, of necessity, are entirely

engrossed in the earning of a bare subsistence ! It is simpler to

have recourse to the instinctive religious tendency in man. Indeed,

if this religious consciousness be deep and goodly, it is stronger

— or at least not weaker — than fear, greed and envious rivalry

which provoke devastating wars. This consciousness tends to

uplift man above the pride of race, birth, position, class and

wealth and is capable of overcoming hatred, envy and egoism.

Jt brings peace and contentment to the soul and this, in turn,
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tends to lessen the vanity of opulence and to mitigate the pangs
and the bitterness of poverty.

This consciousness ennobles the human soul, urges it to

knowledge and to widsom and renders ignorance and passion

distasteful to it. Religion has proven that these results can ac-

tually be achieved provided other factors do not come into play.

It is because of this fact that the religious man is encouraged to

hope for the attainment of that cherished objective of human
fellowship. No matter how difficult it may be to achieve,,

achieve it he will ; but only so far as his nature is capable of

making such an effort.

7.— Humanity still reviews in its imagination, that fierce and

hideous conflict aroused by religious differences — a conflict

in which the unenlightened dogmatic religious feeling was a

heedless, headlong force which led to appalling violence and

destruction. Humanity looks back with despair on the thousand

centuries of civilisation which brought it no nearer to that goal

of universal brotherhood. Nay I to this very day it despairs of

its achievement. Yet, in spite of that, hope softly awakes in the

heart of the religious man. He realises that these harrowing me-
mories and this bitter remoteness of the noble objective are not

due to a deficiency in the nature of religion itself but are really-

due to the domination of the hard facts of life over the idealism

of religion.

Life dominates religion when religion should rule life.

Nor is this all. The failure to achieve this objective is

also due to the attempts of certains unscrupulous people whor

for ulterior motives, materially exploited the religious feeling ;

we refrain from exhuming the shameful past with all its horrors

and defilements. Suffice it to say that the evils which humanity

suffered in those ages of religious tyranny and which prevented

it from attaining the desired objective of spiritual peace, was-

not due to anything in the nature of religion but to a deviation

in the true course of the religious feeling. The Law of natural

evolution, however, explains the sufferings and disappointments

of the past as a state necessitated by the degree of progress at-

tained by life in those ages, and that the progress that is attain-
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ed by life, or that is likely to be attained by it, entitles it to

benefit by the religious feeling which brings it — secure from

the danger of deviation or corruption — nearer to the desired

objective. In fact, mental and moral progress has actually settled

not a few of the differences between people arising from so-

called religious considerations. This progress has now tended to

give the religious feelings a somewhat better direction. This

World Congress of Faiths and the efforts of Men of Religion

towards the development of universal fellowship are but mani-

festations of this tendency.

8— This is why the organisation of this Congress was so

highly gratifying to' me. In addition to its efforts to seek means

which lead to the realisation of the ideal of humanity— the idea] of

universal fellowship between individuals and between nations —
it fulfils a fundamental object which has always been sought by

religion and upon which Islam, the religion I profess, lays great

stress, The Koran has called the attention of men to their one

common parentage which necessarily impliesfriendship, co-opera-

tion and mutual help. It has set noval ue on race or on noble

birth and has established a criterion for judgment hitherto un-

known to men. This criterion is righteousness.

The Koran saith :

" men ! Verily We have created you all of Adam and Eve
and We have made you into peoples and tribes that ye might

know one another. Verily the most worthy of honour among you,

in the sight of Allah, is the most righteous."

The Koran has required Moslems to act kindly towards the

people of all other creeds and religions except in case of aggression

"Allah doth not forbid you to be charitable and to deal just-

ly with those who have not waged war against you on account

of your religion and have not driven you out of your homes.

Verily Allah loveth the just; but Allah forbiddeth you to be asso-

ciates of those who waged war against you on account of your

religion and have driven you out of your homes and have aided

in driving you out and whosoever become associates of them are

wrong-doers/'
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This charitable spirit towards the people of all religions was

maintained by the Prophet Muhammed and the Wise Caliphs who
succeeded him. Even marriage to people of the other revealed

religions is allowed, complete freedom being given to the wife

to practise, without restraint, the rites of her own religion.

Fellowship Among Men of Religion must Precede Universal Fellowship,

9,— As this universal fellowship is the desired objective, the

development of which has inspired this Congress to assemble, it

is wisdom to have recourse to religious feeling for we can benefit

by its extensive influence over the hearts of men and by its in-

herency in their nature in order to begin our scheme for the deve-

lopment of fellowship. It is also equally necessary that the people

of all religions should co-operate to realise this desire, The fulfil-

ment of this great objective of universal brotherhood and the

working out of its development can be accomplished through the

religious consciousness common to all religions and through the

practical virtues embodied in them all.

In all religions are Divine principles working for the welfare

of humanity and for the usefulness of the individual to society*

These principles ordained by the All-Wise Creator cause man to

turn in love towards his fellow beings and thus the relationship bet-

ween individuals is brought into harmony with the Divine Intention,

The appeal for the development of the common religious

consciousness should be preceded by the establishment of fellow-

ship between the Heads of Religions themselves. They are in a

better position to realise its true significance and are more able

to understand that the menace threatening humanity does not

arise from the differences in religions but through atheism and

the other creeds glorifying materialism, making light of the teachings

of religions and regarding them as objects of derision.

The Objects at which Men of Religion Should Aim.

10. The objects at which Men of Religion should aim come un-

der two categories : the intellectual and the practical



— 9 —

The intellectual objectives are to remove the causes which pre-

vented the religious consciousness from playing its part in bringing

people together. This is due either to the discordant elements

existing in tUat consciousness or to its weakness and disintegration.

Man is either a true believer, whose faith is strong enough

to resist and to combat the evils of life but yet who is, at the

same time, apt to deviate from the true path by being intolerant

of the man who holds a different religious opinion to his — such

a person needs to direct his faith into the proper channels,

purifying it of all pollution; he needs the correct understanding

- an understanding free from all material ends - of the essence of

religion — or he is one whose faith has weakened or whose heart

has become void of faith. We come across this type of man among
the so-called educated classes wrongly called the cultured. This

is due to the conflict between religion and empiricial knowledge,

to the tendency of philosophy to form certain concepts of good-

ness and virtue unsanctioned by some religions, or to the ten-

dency of social research to follow certain lines of thought not

approved by religion. The relationship of science, moral sys-

tems and social doctrines with actual life gave the upholders

of those systems of thought power against religion and encourag-

ed the violation of its laws. The unwise attitude of Men of

Religion has only contributed to the broadening of the breach.

It has increased the daring and audacity of their opponents to

such a degree as to shake the religious feeling in the hearts of

educated people, and has even weakened this feeling in others.

Such being the state of things it is imperative that Men
of Religion should co-operate to strengthen and to revive the

religious consciousness and to fill the souls of men with fear of

God and their hearts with Jove for His creation. It is the boun-

den duty of Men of Religion to maintain the position of religions

in the face of science and philosophy and before the swirling

currents of modernism and free thought. There is no doubt that

the strengthening of this consciousness and the exaltation of re-

ligions protect humanity from the menace of the intelligensia and

their power when materialism prevails and tempts their ignoble

desires.

Should Men of Religion succeed in winning such people

over to their side and in arousing religious consciousness in their
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hearts, those people will become a most effective instrument for

the development of human brotherhood ; 1his is because

of their extreme sensibility and fine understanding of the high

spiritual ideals embodied in religions which present great diffi-

culty to the majority of the uneducated masses, uninitiated into

science and philosophy.

The practical objectives are, in general, to make religion an

effective instrument in the education of society and to make it

possible for the idealistic factors common to all religions to

leave their marks upon human life itself and to fashion, from

the virtues inculcated by religions, practical laws in accordance

with which life should be governed. Thus will the power of

evil in the world be subdued. Nations' viewpoints will then be-

come less and less divergent and men will thus draw nearer to

the desired goal of universal brotherhood.

11.— It is most astounding and deplorable that followers of

religions should mobilise their forces to attack one another. It

is this fact which has weakened them before their common foe.

In their struggles, they adopted means which were contrary to

the simplest rules of reason and which made them a laughing

stock in the eyes of scientists and philosophers and caused their

efforts tD fail lamentably. They ceased to influence man through

his reason — his sole honour and pride — and employed co-

ercion, temptation and other devices to accomplish their ends.

Some of them have even had recourse to the material force of

nations forgetting that faith does not find its way to hearts by

complusion and that knowledge can never be accepted except

through conviction. They have forgotten that the common foe is

straining every nerve to depose them from their rightful place.

They have forgotten that the great waves of evil have overwhelm-

ed humanity and have effaced from the souls of men all vesti-

ges of awe and reverence for the Divine Laws. Instead of engag-

ing in internecine conflict, the followers of religions should

have co-operated to combat the unbridled passions and the shame-

less libertinism which cause the sane to turn away in righteous

indignation. They should have combated the rampant materialism

which brings misfortune after misfortune upon law-abiding, peace-

ful people — and is dubbed civilisation, order and liberty. But

what else could have been expected when the factors of dissen-
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sten are at work undermining the Men of Religion just as it un-

dermines others ; when the vanities of life tempt them as they

tempt others ; when they seek power and authority just as

others seek them and when they fabricate lies against one another

just as others do 1

Nevertheless, in the encircling gloom of the night, a little

flame of light still flickers for the righteous. God is too merciful

to leave His creatures in the outer darkness of evil and is able

to create the means whereby man may be guided back to honour

and to virtue.

Gentlemen ! You are the last hope of a despairing world \

How to Realise Our Objectives.

12. I now propose to discuss in brief certain means which would

help to realise this great objective of ours leaving the details to

the honourable members of the Congress and to the new and

constantly - changing ideas which the true co-operation between

the members and other lovers of humanity may produce:-

(a) The creating of a body to cleanse the religions conscious-

ness of hatred and petty jealousies by the following means:-

(1) To give the preaching in the different religions that

humane trend in the manner set by each religion for its preachers.

(2) To assemble all religious ideals including kindness

towards and love of all people as individuals of the human race

regardless of other distinctions and to proclaim them by all means

in all languages.

(3) To establish the religious and missionary propaganda

on the basis of pure reason, love of truth and sincere desire to

attain to that truth, avoiding scheming casuistry and reliance upon

unscrupulous means in persuading the people by confining pro-

paganda to bringing into relief only the beauties of some par-

ticular religion.
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The function of this body is to settle in an honourable*

honest and peaceful way all differences or disputes arising from

the aggressions of the propagandists.

(b) The creating of a body whose duty is to strengthen the

religious consciousness particularly in the intellectual classes.

This body should pay particular attention to the supporting of

the position of religion, in regard to scientific investigation and
free thought in a way based on respect for reason and acceding

to it full rights of honest investigation in the search for know
Ledge. This support must necessarily depend on the offering of

proof, the convincing of people by reason and the avoidance of

coercive and misleading measures as well as of reliance on arbit-

rary spiritual authority.

Briefly, we have to avoid all the past blunders for which
humanity has paid so dearly.

This body should have branches. One branch should be to

define the difference already existing, or which may arise, between
empirical knowledge and religion. This work should be done in

the various scientific circles and the body should take upon it-

self to settle this difference on the basis of the love of truth, in

a tactful manner which would not lead religion to proclaim any-
thing contrary to obvious truths.

Another branch should be interested in ethical opinions and
in the propagation of virtue. Its duty should be to point out
opinions which imperil moral life. It should go deeply and
minutely into the investigation of those opinions and should make
known the convincing results which will gain the support of the

honest intelligensia and maintain the high ideals of life.

A third branch should follow up the social sciences and the

systems propounded by them, such as socialism and communism.
Its function should be to show the good and the truth in them
and to expose the lies, the passions and the greedy desires cor-

rupting the noble purpose of life. This should be made known
in the proper manner so that people may have true knowledge
supported by the truth which will bring it into line with religion.
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13.— In view of the grave iniquities suffered by humanity,

for which we — rightly or wrongly — hold the spiritual au-

thorities responsible, it is only right that at long last humanity

should obtain complete peace and security in order that religion

and Men of Religion may have the opportunity to work out

its salvation.

It is my opinion that religious unity should be emphasised

in word and deed and that the present generation should be

convinced that Men of Religion have no material aims, desire to

govern or ambition for honour or authority; that they take part

in life only in so far as it is necessary to fulfil their noble mis-

sion for the salvation of humanity and the maintenance of its

ideals. Finally that Men of Religion are responsible for the

explanation of the Divine Laws and the urging of obedien-.

ce to them and that they have nought of "that little brief autho-

rity," This attitude should be forever maintained. It is then that

the present and the coming generations will find the benefit of

our work and the way will then be open before religions to

secure universal brotherhood. Religious principles, moral virtues,

and high social ideals will, through the unity of practical me-

thods supporting the noble doctrines and opinions, gain a

practical influence which will help to safeguard the laws and
systems and to formulate them so as to embrace those great

principles.

As the exponents of social systems try to influence legis-

lation that it may support their principles and doctrines, Men of

Religion should try to influence legislation that it may support

the general principles common to all religions- Unchastity

should be combated, the family should be protected; lying, slander,

intriguing and tale-bearing should be punished even though

they do not come under the category of crime. Freedom in the

gratification of the passions should be restricted, dishonest com-

petition should be forbidden profits should be subjected to strict

supervision and illegitimate gains should be prohibited; greed,

deceit and temptation of others should be punished as well as

the violation of religious laws which have been ordained with a

view to extirpatitg evil. These laws have been misapplied and

the tendency of religion deviated or weakened to such a degree
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as to render it unable to cope with these unscrupulous poeple

whose hearts are devoid of the fear of God and the love for

His creation.

14.— There can be no doubt that the unification of Men of

Religion will be able, by the help of men of great faith, and

spiritual convictions, to find effective means for bringing the

afore - mentioned ideas to a successful issue. We should, how-

ever, bear in mind that these means should steer clear of

politics, They should rely on the support of the community, the

development of the religious consciousness, a true appreciation

of virtue and on the growth of the spirit of aversion to evil and

corruption. These latter submerge the world and cause humanity

to sink to a level at which men think only or the gratification

of the senses and the satisfaction of brute nature.

15. In my opinion these are the means for the development of

human fellowship. Subtle though these may be, they are both

feasible and effective but they require great energy and prolonged

efforts. The nobility of the objective and the gravity of the

situation, however, fully justify those efforts and Islam gives

them its full support.

In the principles of Islam are found the strongest pillars on

which this idea of fellowship rests. It established that there is no

compulsion in religion and the Prophet of Islam was thus addressedf

"What I wilt thou force the people to become believers
!"

Islam orders that the call to Allah should be made by wise

discourse and good counsel.

"Call into the way to thy Lord with wise discourse and

good counsel and argue with the disputants in the kindliest

manner."

Islam makes its appeal to reason and urges to meditation

on God's creation . It exalts knowledge and learned people. The

Prophet of Islam said:- "I am sent to perfect noble conduct.
"

And is thus addressed by the Lord "Hadst thou been severe and

hard-hearted, the believers would have broken away from thee.

Therefore forgive them and ask the Lord's pardon for them and

consult with them in all matters".
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Islam urges to charity and kindness, to the helping of the

weak and the poor; nay, it even urges kindness to animals

so much so that it made the Treasury responsible for the main-
tenance of the stray animal. It fixes a certain ordained portion

of the wealth of the rich to be given to the poor and considers

the crime against a single individual a crime against humanity
as a whole, and lays down stringent rules for the preservation

of peace and order.

1 will not overtax your patience, Gentlemen, as it is not

my object — nor is it yours — for me to explain the principles

of Islam and its precepts. 1 but wished to draw your attention

to the fact that the noble objective at which you aim is not

contrary to the general principles of Islam.

19.— In conclusion, 1 pray to All-Mighty Allah to aid you
in your efforts for the good of humanity, to lighten you upon
your way and to guide you upon the right path.


